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A Boost For Retail
Nanyang Polytechnic’s Singapore Institute of
Retail Studies (SIRS) has tied up with Taobao
University, the e-commerce education arm of
China’s Alibaba Group, to offer cross-border
e-commerce courses to local retailers.
Both institutions signed an agreement on Nov 30,
2016 to offer a wide range of e-commerce
training programmes to retailers here – from the
basics of opening and operating online stores on
Alibaba’s e-commerce platforms, to the logistics
needed to go online, and advanced topics
such as marketing overseas brands in China’s
massive ecommerce market. Programmes will be
conducted by a joint faculty comprising experts
from both institutions. NYP-SIRS will contextualise
the programmes with local insights and market
characteristics, while retaining the expertise and
experience of Taobao University.

NYP’s Principal & Chief Executive Officer, Jeanne
Liew, said: “NYP is relentless in providing
futurefacing training for our students and industry.
By working with Alibaba’s Taobao University,
we aim to change and elevate the e-commerce
landscape in Singapore.” Students in the WSQ
Specialist Diploma in Retail Management
programme offered by NYP-SIRS will take Taobao
University modules so that they can keep up with
retail trends.
Separately, NYP-SIRS also inked an agreement with
SIM University (UniSIM) to offer a new pathway for
participants under the SkillsFuture Earn & Learn
Programme (ELP) in Retail Management. Students
who graduate with a WSQ Specialist Diploma in
Retail Management will enjoy credit recognition
for some courses in UniSIM’s Bachelor of Science
in Marketing programme, and hence, will be able
to complete this degree in a shorter time.

NYP-SIRS and Alibaba Taobao University will collaborate to transform the retail sector. From left: Lewis Liu Guo
Feng, vice president, Training College of TaoBao University; Eddie Wu Yong Ming, senior vice president, Alibaba
Group; Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim, parliamentary secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Social and
Family Development; Ng Cher Pong, chief executive, SkillsFuture Singapore; and Jeanne Liew, PCEO, NYP.

01

NEWS

Celebrating 20 Years of Success
In April 2001, Tan Tse Yong stepped into NYP
as a freshman in the Diploma in Sport Wellness &
Management (DSWM). Some 15 years later, in
November 2016, he stepped into NYP again, this
time as an alumnus offering a scholarship to
DSWM students.

Keng, Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of
Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY),
Low Teo Ping, vice president of Singapore’s National
Olympic Committee, and Tse Yong who shared how
he developed his sports businesses into the
successful enterprises they are today.

DWSM marked its 20th anniversary last year. To
commemorate the occasion, the School of
Business Management, which runs the course,
gathered past and present students to attend a
seminar titled “The Business of Sport in
Singapore.” Invited speakers shared their views
and hopes for the development of the industry.
They included Guest-of-Honour, Mr Baey Yam

To show his gratitude to NYP for playing a
critical role in his success, Tse Yong decided to pay
it forward. He announced a new integrated
scholarship programme offered by his companies Fitlion and Gymmboxx – to DSWM students.
The scholarship will provide funding, real-world
exposure to the sports business sector and also
employment opportunities.
Thumbs up to DSWM: (from left)
SBM director Loh Chuu Yi, alumnus
Tan Tse Yong, deputy principal
(Organisation Excellence) Henry
Heng, Parliamentary Secretary (MCCY)
Baey Yam Keng, vice president
of Singapore’s National Olympic
committee Low Teo Ping, alumni
Nicholas Teo and Jimmy Beh, and
DSWM course manager Lionel Teo.

Redefine Learning @NYP
Wilson Chin, 21, from the Diploma in Digital &
Precision Engineering, is someone who enjoys the
process of creating things. Since the launch of
MakerSpace@NYP on Jul 4 last year, he’s been visiting
the new facility almost daily to work on his various
projects. One of the creations he has painstakingly
designed is an aluminium yo-yo, which took him 14
hours to craft.
Wilson is just one of the avid users of the new facility.
Students are given support to try ideas even if they
may fail, and are able to get expert advice from
lecturers across the seven Schools. They can also
access machines and facilities such as 3-D printers,
laser cutters, and even videography and sound
booths. The key objective is to develop students’
innovative abilities through an unorthodox open,
non-linear and self-initiated learning system that is
designed by a community of staff, students, alumni
and industry.
MakerSpace@NYP, deputy director, Yang Tien, said:
“Students are usually accustomed to a ‘right’ way of
doing things. But here, they are challenged to think
out of the box. At NYP, we believe that it is
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Diploma in Digital &
Precision Engineering
student, Wilson Chin,
successfully created
a metal yo-yo at
MakerSpace after six
rounds of failures.

important to complement the structured system with
an alternative universe (MakerSpace) - so that we
develop thinking, innovative graduates who can find
opportunities, collaborate and adapt to whatever the
circumstance may be.”
A multi-function mobile application was also
specially-created for MakerSpace@NYP. Students
can book facilities, loan tools, share their creations,
call for cross-disciplinary collaborations, sign up
for workshops and even place requests for expert
consultation with staff volunteers. Small Project Funds
are also made available to all students, ranging from
$30 to $5,000.
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NYP Launches New Hybrid Course
Sustainability is the new buzz word for Singapore’s
built environment. A sustainable environment will
maximise outcomes but use less energy and minimise
waste by applying ground breaking technology
and innovations. To get this going, a collaborative
effort is needed to devise design solutions by multidisciplinary teams comprising architects, engineers,
designers, builders and facility managers.

the built environment’. It’s an excellent starting platform
for any seriously-minded young person wanting to
embark on a rewarding career in the built-environment
sector, which is ever increasing in relevance,” said
Theodore Chan, director of CIAP Architects Pte Ltd.

The Building and Construction Authority aims
to develop 20,000 green building professionals
and 13,000 building modelling and virtual design
specialists by 2020. To meet this demand, NYP will
start a new Diploma in Sustainable Architectural
Design in April 2017. Offered by the School of Design
(SDN), this integrated multi-disciplinary programme
will develop designers who are adept in the use of
technologies such as virtual reality and augmented
reality tools for sustainable architecture, smart
building and urban solutions.
“This new diploma comes at a most opportune time
when architects have to take on the role as ‘healers of

A final-year SDN student using the HTC Vive to showcase the
virtual reality model of his design project “The Living Shell”.

Plants Grow Faster and Cheaper with
Breakthrough Innovation
The School of Engineering (SEG) has developed a
new nano-coated film – Nano Glo-n-Grow – that
speeds up plant growth in greenhouses by 40 per
cent. This could potentially greatly increase
productivity in agriculture.
Local glass manufacturer, Singapore Safety Glass, is
already interested in the breakthrough technology.
When applied to greenhouses, the nanomaterialcoated film enables plants to grow taller, with
larger leaves, by converting sunlight into red and
blue wavelengths of light– the primary types of
light plants need to grow.

Greenhouse uses rotating and self-watering planting
beds that operate on low-power and water-saving
principles. The facility is used for multi-disciplinary
research, teaching and learning not only by SEG but
also by other schools such as the School of Chemical
& Life Sciences, School of Health Sciences and School
of Business Management.
The SEG innovators of Nano Glo-n-Grow (from left):
course manager, Dr Leonard Loh, senior lecturer,
Dr Hannah Gardner, deputy director, Dr Choo Keng Wah,
final-year students Chng Joe Hui and Zoey Goh.

Nano Glo-n-Grow maximises the use of
sunlight without the need for additional
electrical power requirements, making it
more sustainable and affordable then
current methods of using red and
blue LED lights in greenhouses.
This technology was tested in
NATURE, an eco-friendly vertical
farming greenhouse located at
the roof-top garden at SEG. The
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First Retail Seminar & Career Fair @ NYP
The Atrium at NYP seemed like a mall, with booths
for brands like Charles & Keith, Eu Yan Sang,
Sephora, Uniqlo and Mothercare. They were among
the 26 retailers offering the Earn and Learn (ELP)
programme for the retail sector, for polytechnic
students at the inaugural Joint Poly-ITE Retail
Seminar and Career Fair held on Nov 16, 2016.
Organised by the five polytechnics and the Institute
of Technical Education, alongside SPRING
Singapore and Workforce Singapore (WSG), the
fair was the first joint initiative between these
institutions and the retailers, so that students could

get a better appreciation of careers in the retail
industry. Ms Low Yen Ling, Parliamentary Secretary
for Ministry of Education & Ministry of Trade and
Industry, was the Guest-of-Honour.
The fair also featured career talks that covered new
jobs and roles for graduating students. Some of the
positions include Managerial and Specialist Roles in
Retail Web Applications, Retail Analytics, Digital
Marketing & Social Media Management,
Automated Retail Systems and Omni-channel
Management.

NYP Career & University Fair
NYP students got a peek into their futures at the
6th Nanyang Polytechnic Career & University
Fair (CUF) 2016 which took place on Nov 30
and Dec 1. The annual event is meant to engage
students on the choices available to them after
graduation: be it embarking on a career or
furthering their studies. It was co-organised with
the Employment and Employability Institute (e2i),
and a total of 91 companies and organisations
participated, offering positions in various sectors
such as engineering, public service, business and
healthcare.
Weeks before the event, the students could sign
up for career preparatory workshops to sharpen
their job interview skills and resumes.
Complimentary resume photo-taking was also
made available to them.
The atrium was a hive of activity at the annual NYP
Career and University Fair.
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There were booths with Education and Career
Guidance (ECG) related activities set up to
help students match their work interests, skills,
strengths and personalities with possible career
paths. About 2,300 students took a self-discovery
test based on the six RIASEC work categories:
Realistic, Investigative, Artistic, Social, Enterprising
and Conventional. RIASEC is a representation
of personality types described in a theory of
occupations formulated by psychologist John L.
Holland.
A new feature of CUF 2016 was the Earn & Learn
Programme (ELP) booths set up by all the five
polytechnics. Final-year students gathered details
on the various ELPs available in different industry
sectors and other information such as eligibility,
participating companies and the $5,000 sign-on
incentive.

PARTNERSHIPS

PIXEL Studios under NYP’s Management
NYP is now managing a brand-new, first-of-its-kind
collaborative space where technology and media
converge. Called PIXEL Studios, it is part of
a series of innovation spaces under the PIXEL
(Promising Innovations and Experiential Learning)
initiative spearheaded by the Infocomm Media
Development Authority (IMDA). With a long track
record in nurturing game and digital media talents
and start-ups, and having produced Singapore’s
first student PlayStation®game developer, NYP is
certainly well-placed to manage the new facility.
PIXEL Studios was opened by the Minister
of Communications and Information Assoc
Prof Yaacob Ibrahim on Nov 29, 2016.

The 25,000-sq ft space caters to aspiring digital
content creators and game developers, bringing
them together in one common space to
experiment new story ideas and explore
innovative ways of storytelling. Located at the
PIXEL building in One-North, it has green screen
studios, professional video equipment and video
post editing suites, among others. The space is also
also expected to serve a larger community of
game start-ups. They will enjoy a bigger physical
space with an approximate 40 per cent increase in
floor area compared to the former Games
Solution Centre’s premises at Block 71, Ayer Rajah
Crescent.

NYP Scores Again with Sony
NYP students will be the first in Southeast Asia
to lay their hands on the PlayStation®VR game
development kits. In a renewed collaboration
between NYP and Sony Interactive Entertainment
(SIE), the software development kit for PlayStation®4
and PS®VR will be accessible to students from
the School of Interactive & Digital Media(SIDM) at
the Games Resource Lab as they gear up for the
future of next generation game development. Both
NYP and SIE will continue to certify students who
undergo training modules for game development
here.

The collaboration will bring NYP students into the
burgeoning community that develops content
for SIE’s virtual reality system which has taken the
world by storm.
NYP started its collaboration with the Japan’s
technology giant back in 2009. Since then, more
than 150 NYP students from the Diploma in Game
Development & Technology and the Diploma in
Digital Game Art & Design have been equipped
with the skills and knowledge of developing game
content for the PlayStation format.

SIDM students were immersed in a virtual reality experience with the PlayStation®VR.
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Expanding NYP-Splunk Partnership
NYP and Splunk Inc., provider of the leading
software platform for operational intelligence,
expanded their partnership with the set-up of
the NYP-Splunk Industrial Internet of Things (IoT)
Analytics Living Lab at the School of Engineering.
This new lab will equip students with skills and
knowledge on data engineering and analytics
capabilities for Industry 4.0 applications that will
improve the quality and reliability of production
across the entire value chain, from design to
manufacturing.
This deeper industry collaboration will enable
NYP-trained graduates to better gather,
analyse and utilise real-time big data collected
throughout the manufacturing value chain to
derive relevant insights. Engineers will learn how
to improve manufacturing efficiencies, reduce
product defects and protect cyber-physical
systems in connected manufacturing enterprises.

algorithms within Splunk to improve data
security, fraud and enhanced cyber security
threat detection.
NYP’s Principal & Chief Executive Officer, Jeanne
Liew said the partnership with Splunk will ensure
that Singapore is ready for Industry 4.0 with a
strong core of future IT specialists and engineers.
With its reputation as an established training
provider for advanced manufacturing and the
industry, NYP students will continue to be in
strong demand here and across the world.

The existing NYP-Splunk Operational
Intelligence Lab at the School of Information
Technology (SIT) will also be expanded and will
bring together expertise in information
technology and engineering, with a particular
focus on teaching cyber solutions and defences
to help future leaders and organisations tackle
cyber security threats.
Under a previously-signed partnership, SIT
has conducted certification courses for Splunk
customers in the Asia Pacific region. Moving
forward, this lab will also provide students with
instruction on how to use machine learning

Nanyang Polytechnic and Splunk cementing their
partnership once again (from left) Jeanne Liew, NYP
principal & CEO; Dennis Ang, director SIT; Boey ChernYue, vice president, Splunk Inc., APAC; Doug Merritt, CEO,
Splunk Inc.; and Lee Youn Kay, director SEG.

Gearing Up Towards Digital Manufacturing
With the digital disruption that is revolutionising
the manufacturing industry, NYP and Britain’s
Cranfield University (CU) are joining hands to
develop advanced infocomm technology needed
to design and operate factories of the future. The
partnership will also support the development of
talent required for the digital manufacturing age
for the two countries.
Under the MOU which was signed on Sept 28 last
year, both institutions will develop mutual
capabilities in areas such as digital manufacturing,
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cyber secure manufacturing and advanced
informatics for autonomous manufacturing.
The MOU also allows for joint research and
development projects and staff and student
exchanges for a three-year period.
Mr Lee Youn Kay, director of School of Engineering
said:“Through this collaboration, NYP students can
benefit from being exposed to the latest digital
technologies in the manufacturing industry as well
as learn life skills from working alongside world
class faculty and students at Cranfield University.”

PARTNERSHIPS

Healthy Okara Bak Kwa
When things go wrong, it can sometimes be a
blessing in disguise! That was what happened
to a team of students from the Diploma in Food
Science & Nutrition. They were working on a
healthier version of barbequed meat, otherwise
popularly known as bak kwa, when they realised
the meat was sliced too thinly and baked at a
wrong temperature.
The team, comprising second-year srudents
Danice Peh and Lai Xue Er, under lecturer Lina
Tan’s supervision, had used chicken and okara
(soy pulp) to improve the nutritional profile of
the bak kwa, and were testing how to best cook
the meat. Their blunder turned out to be crispy
and delicious! It led to a new food product called
Shake Meat, with the meat baked instead of
barbequed. Okara is said to be a source of
dietary fibre.

(Entrepreneurship specialisation) students Muhd
Haziq Md Hasan and Iann Prasetya Hussi are
working on a branding and marketing plan to
make this new product a popular choice for the
Chinese New Year in a couple of years! They
are under the guidance of School of Business
Management lecturer Benson Ong, who linked
up SCL with Lim Chee Guan.

SCL students Lai Xue Er and Danice Peh (extreme left
and right), under the supervision of lecturer Lina Tan,
innovated the okara-based bak kwa. SBM student
Muhd Haziq (middle) was involved in marketing this
food innovation.

When the idea of okara bak kwa with increased
dietary fibre content was brought to the
attention of popular bak kwa seller Lim Chee
Guan, it piqued their interest to find out more
and led to a product development with the
School of Chemical & Life Sciences (SCL). The
company is full of praise with this food
innovation. In fact, it is actually exploring how to
bring it to market.
Another student team comprising final year
Diploma in Business Management

Photo source The Straits Times @ Singapore Press Holdings
Limited. Permission required for reproduction.

NYP and Unified Inbox launch IoTsecured messaging for healthcare
NYP and Unified Inbox have collaborated on the
integration and testing of NYP’s “CUBE” Internet of
Things (IoT)-secured messaging gateway for
application in the healthcare domain. Secured,
resilient, and intelligent connectivity, including
multiplatform communications and real-time
interaction, are a prerequisite — particularly for
mission-critical services — for Singapore’s smart nation
initiative.

Unified Inbox CEO Toby Ruckert said: “CUBE permits
only authorized sensors, IoT devices, and oximeters to
access a secured ad-hoc network. This network can
be within an elderly care facility, a community
hospital, or a smart home environment. It transmits
health information messages using NYP’s onsite secure IoT messaging gateway to the
UnificationEngine in the cloud. The health messages
can then only be received by the authorized mobile
devices used by the patients’ doctors, nurses,
caregivers, families, and next-of-kin.”
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INDUSTRY PROJECTS

Monitoring Your Heart
Staff and students from the School of Information
Technology (SIT) collaborated with the Singapore
Heart Foundation (SHF) to develop an app that can
help to measure blood pressure (BP) easily at home.
The BP Matters app was officially launched by the
Parliamentary Secretary for Education & Social and
Family Development, Associate Professor Faishal
Ibrahim on World Heart Day on Oct 1, 2016.
The app not only measures and records the user’s
BP history but can also automatically alert the user if
the current BP reading is in the abnormal range.
Dr Tan Yong Seng, a well-known cardiologist with
the Gleneagles Hospital and vice-chairman of the
Singapore Heart Foundation, highly endorses the
app. He said: “With the app, doctors can better

determine if treatments are working and this can
help eliminate any false reading taken at the clinic.”

SIT students explaining the app to a member of
the public.

SIT staff and students with Guest-of-Honour Dr Faishal Ibrahim (fifth from right) at the launch of the BP Matters app.

Dynamic Feedback On-the-Go via FARS
StarHub is committed towards driving continuous
service excellence and this can been seen towards
their reactiveness in collecting customer feedback
and the frequent service audits conducted at
its retail stores. In its pursuit for continuous
improvement and innovation, StarHub was keen to
develop an IT solution to facilitate the collection of
these responses via various target audience in the
stores. The development of the Feedback and Audit
Response System (FARS) allows StarHub to collect
feedback from various sources on the go. The
integrated system also allows managers to track
and analyse store performance.

Sneak peek into the audit system.
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INDUSTRY PROJECTS

Automated Machine Tending
The School of Engineering collaborated with SanwaIntec (Asia) for the development of an automated
PODS Sensor Manufacturing System that provides a
machine tending solution for an existing Injection
Molding Machine. Machine tending is a means for an
automated system to feed raw materials into another
machine for production, and handle finished
products. With the advent of Industry 4.0, such a
machine is designed to replace operators from
handling hazardous materials and production.
The system comprises a six-axis articulated robotic
module, raw material management modules, vision
inspection modules, a product re-orientation module
and a product storage management module. Quality
check of the raw materials is done through the vision
inspection module before loading into the Injection
Molding Machine for production. While the injection
molding process is taking place, the robotic module
will continue to get ready the next four sets of raw

material for loading. This will significantly reduce
the production cycle time.

An automated PODS Sensor Manufacturing System.

Portal to Help Parents with
Special Needs Kids
For four months, seven final-year students from the
Diploma in Social Sciences (Social Work) worked
with professionals such as speech and occupational
therapists, social workers and an educational
psychologist to develop a digital resource platform
to support parents of children with special needs.
Called Project Epic (Empowering Parents, Inspiring
Children), this digital support platform has received
positive feedback from various professionals and
parents of children diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder and global development delay.
With Project Epic, daily home routines can be used
to actively engage and teach their kids to achieve
specific developmental milestones in simple steps.
Parents can work with their kids while waiting to
enrol them in the government’s structured Early
Intervention Programme for Infants and Children
(EIPIC). There is also content on the platform to
guide parents on how to involve siblings and
improve family bonding through the care of the
special needs child.
On the portal, users can also view videos of other
families and older siblings sharing their personal
experiences. It also connects parents to local

resources and professional help, for instance,
through a stage-by-stage roadmap, the portal
also shows the social services available at different
stages of their child’s development.
You can access Project Epic at nypprojectepic.com.

Project Epic, an online portal for parents of kids with
special needs, is developed by the Diploma in Social
Sciences (Social Work) students (from left): Nur Asyiqin
Norazmi, Goh Ai Ling, Lovinia Choe, Nicholas Bingei,
Ashley Tang and Mohd Syazwan Mohd Salim.
Not in picture: Bay Weiqiang.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION & TRAINING

Pioneer Grads for ICT Earn and Learn
The inaugural batch of 24 students taking the
Specialist Diploma in Information Systems
Development under the SkillsFuture Earn and Learn
Programme – offered by the School of Information
Technology – graduated on Oct 12, 2016. This
specialist diploma, where participants are matched
to suitable employers and undergo structured on-thejob training and mentorship to transit them smoothly
into their workplace, is the first of its kind to be
launched in the infocomm technology (ICT) sector.

Three graduates from the programme performed
exceptionally well in Accenture, their participating
company. Recognised for their competence and
mastery of skills, they were promoted to take on the
role of Software Engineering Associate, an
appointment equivalent to the entry position of a
university graduate. Tay Soon Boon, one of the three
promoted, said: “Going through this Earn and Learn
Programme gives me an edge over my peers as I
gained exposure to various industry projects and new
technologies.”

Continuing education: The pioneer batch of graduates with SIT staff.

New Wave Strategy for Retail Industry
To help small and medium enterprises (SME) in the
retail sector compete amid disrupting technology
and intense competition from e-commerce, NYP’s
Singapore Institute of Retail Studies (SIRS) has
rolled out a brand new masterclass titled New Wave

Participants in the “New Wave Strategy” masterclass
at SIRS.
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Strategy. The masterclass exposes participants to a
multi-faceted strategy that will help them transform
their businesses through unique merchandising,
unconventional visual displays, intuitive customer
service, technology deployment, social media
marketing and strategic collaboration. SMEs are
also taught how to re-design their business models
to create a unique and enhanced experience for
shoppers.
The SIRS classroom was transformed into a SME
retail brick and mortar store. It incorporated all the
elements of the new strategy to demonstrate how a
shop can be transformed. Of the 29 retailers who
participated in the masterclass, four immediately
registered their interest to engage SIRS to
transform their businesses.

A Nice MICE

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Once again, NYP students were on the world stage, this
time in Xiamen, China. A team of final-year Diploma in
Hospitality & Tourism Management students beat teams
from universities around the world, including countries like
China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan, to emerge champion in
the AFECA (Asian Federation of Exhibition and Convention
Associations) Asia MICE Youth Challenge 2016.
The final 15 teams were tasked to propose an innovative
MICE event that would be held in their home country.
The four-member DHTM team presented an idea that
complemented Singapore’s SMART nation initiative,
focusing on the latest wearable technologies that would
benefit three key industries - security, education and
healthcare. Their idea won over the judges and took the All smiles from the SBM MICE team: (from left) Nurul
top prize. In addition, team member Mohamed Hanis
Jannah Izzati Suethris, Mohd Hanis Shahul Hamid, Jerry
Shahul Hamid clinched the individual Best Presenter
Koh, and Cherin Kay.
Award for his excellent presentation skills.

Women Power in Social Work
Final-year Diploma in Social Sciences (Social
Work) student, Joyce Tan Jia Yi was awarded the
International Women’s Forum (IWF) Singapore
Education Grant for Young Women 2016
on Sept 30 last year.
Since 2014, 21 young ladies
from local polytechnics and
universities have benefited
from the financial assistance
provided by the IWF. Grant
recipients will also have
access to women leaders
who can provide invaluable

guidance and mentorship as they embark on their
careers in an ever challenging global environment.

Design Par Excellence

was part of the iLight Marina Bay 2016 event by URA.
Two second year SID students Ben Brian Barrieses
Fernanadez and Goh Ying Ying bagged the Silver
Award (Asia Pacific) and the Bronze Award (Singapore)
respectively.

Students from the School of Design had an excellent
showing at the Design Excellence Awards (DEA) 2016,
an annual major event organised by the Interior
Design Confederation Singapore (IDCS) to recognise,
endorse and celebrate local professional and
budding designers from art and design institutions.
There are two contest categories – IDEA (Industry
Design Excellence Awards) for interior designers and
firms, and SPADE (Spatial Design Awards) for
students. Altogether, 15 Diploma in Space & Interior
Design (SID) students reaped two Gold, 1 Silver and 1
Bronze awards in the Public Design category under
SPADE.
Clockwork Stories, a group project by 13 final-year
SID students clinched the two Gold awards
(Singapore and Asia Pacific categories). The project

For Joyce, whose life goal is to be a social worker,
success is not measured by how much she earns
but how much she can give. She was exposed to
many social issues in her growing up years and it
was through these encounters with the less fortunate
that she found her calling and the desire to make a
difference in the community.
Joyce: Joyce receiving her award from IWF Singapore
leader Dr Aline Wong.

Jubilant winners of the
Design Excellence Awards:
(from left) SID students
Ma Yunjie and Shanice Ng
(Clockwork Stories), Ben
Brian Barrieses Fernandez
and Goh Ying Ying.

The winning installation,
Clockwork Stories.
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ALUMNI PROFILE

From Student to Best Journalist
The strong foundation that he acquired from NYP
helped him settle in well when he went on to the
DigiPen-Singapore Institute of Technology to
pursue his Bachelor of Fine Arts in Digital Arts and
Animation.
Although Billy originally intended to enter the visual
effects industry, he ventured into the print media
business as an infographics artist instead. Not long
after joining TNP, he realised that a lot of the skills he
had gained, such as storyboarding, motion graphics
and illustration, are vital for his work as an
infographics journalist.
Billy Ker in a vibrant and dynamic environment.

A typical day for Billy Ker starts at 4.00pm when
he reports to The New Paper (TNP) newsroom and
works on his assignments until the newspaper is sent
for printing at around 1 am. As an infographics
journalist, he conceptualises eye-catching graphics
to go with the news articles so that readers can
understand the story better through the visualisation.
Sounds like a lot of drawing but not for Billy who has
always been fascinated by cartoons and animation,
especially those from Disney.
After his ‘O’ levels, Billy naturally gravitated towards
his passion. He visited NYP’s Open House and
learned that the polytechnic offered an animation
course that was pretty specialised and made it his
first choice during the Joint Admissions Exercise.

If there’s passion, half the battle is won. In Billy’s
case, his passion led him to win the Young Journalist
of the Year Award in March 2016, in recognition for
his excellence in infographics, illustrations and other
visuals, such as those that he created for the Fifa
World Cup 2014 and SG50 stories. He is also the first
artist from TNP to win this award which is usually won
by print journalists.
He has also achieved recognition for Best Page
Design in SPH’s internal awards. He is also a rare
double winner, bagging two Society for News
Design Awards for Feature Design Pages, in 2013
and 2014, in the Best of News Design Competition.
For Billy, “The most rewarding aspect of my job is
actually seeing the work published on a regular
basis and getting it shared on social networks.”

His three-year NYP journey was a fruitful one.
“The course prepared me for the real world, in
areas such as meeting deadlines and managing
expectations. As a journalist, we have extremely tight
deadlines, and NYP and DigiPen, where I continued
my studies, taught me how to handle stress,” says
Billy.
Billy did his internship with Black Magic Design. “I
learned a lot from them, and even went back to
work part-time for them after graduating
from NYP whilst waiting for national
service” says Billy of the company which
is one of the world’s leading innovators
and manufacturers of creative video
technology.
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A triumphant Billy with
his Young Journalist of
the Year Award.
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